
On Atlanta 
Style

How do people in the street 
respond to your look?
That’s what’s so beautiful 
about Atlanta: People 
engage me based on my 
appearance. I’ll get a simple 
“Yo, I like that. Where’d 
you get it from?” Or “What 
brand is that?” Or “I like 
what you do!” and that 
creates a conversation. 
Atlanta has that respectful, 
creative, community vibe.

Tell us about today’s look.
One of the most consis-
tently powerful images of 
a black man is that of the 
Black Panther. The leather 
jacket is from my Oberima 
Afriyie Kabukimono col-
lection, and the conceptual 
denim pants are also my 
own design, consisting 
of two waistbands. The 
black cashmere and cotton 
turtleneck came from a 
thrift store, and I modified 
these black ankle boots 
from Preventi.

fashion What’s the 
fashion 

scene like in Atlanta?
It’s interesting. Everyone 
is their own individual. No 
one is in one specific space 
anymore. Because of the 
music scene, streetwear 
is huge, but you can have 
a gentleman in a tailored 
suit who may also wear 
a leather jacket with 
distressed pants.

What’s your 
fashion philosophy?
My belief has always 
been that style is the only 
true evidence of the soul. 
Fashion is beyond just the 
garment. It’s your char-
acter, your attitude, your 
walk. And no two people 
should ever look alike. I’m 
always finding a way to 
present something familiar 
in a different way, like 
adding a Japanese-style 
belt with a drop-crotch pair 
of denim jeans.
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BOARDING PASS 

 With nonstop 
fl ights from Chicago, 
Denver, Houston, 

New York/Newark, San Francisco, 
and Washingtion/Dulles, United 
makes it easy to check out 
Atlanta’s style scene. Find travel 
information at united.com or on 
United’s mobile app.

Afriyie’s 
Three-
Point 
Atlanta 
Shopping 
Guide 

“A Ma Maníere is a boutique 
located in West Midtown 
established to represent and 
inspire a fashion-forward 
clientele deeply rooted within 
their community. They offer the 
most highly regarded brands in 
luxury street- and footwear.”

“I spend the most money on 
the finishing touches to my 
outfit—hands down it’s my 
shoe game. Cobbler Union 
is a local shop in the High-
lands offering hand-
crafted and bespoke 
shoes.”

“Sid Mashburn is an Atlanta staple 
for menswear. It’s a wonderful 
place to find custom-tailored suits, 
with an unmatched selection of 
fabric. This flagship mixes its own 
products with key selected pieces 
from other brands that are so 
niche, many are unknown.”

Afriyie Poku, 30, 
menswear designer 
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